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Documents stored on paper

1000+ Years

Photos on developed paper 

150+ years of life expected

Microfilm

In use since early 1900s

500+ years predicted shelf life
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Shove in Shoebox / Safe Deposit Box

Maybe review every decade or so

Works OK for non-digital artifacts

Destined for failure in the digital world

Easy to create overwhelming amount of photos

Most folks give up
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Digital photos

To be determined; only in wide use since late 1990s, need for long term storage 

may not have sunk in yet.

Media

“Burned” CD/DVDs

About 5 years, highly debated

Data Tapes

About 30 years, maybe

Hard Drives

About 5 years

8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18


